CURRICULUM VITAE
1. Family name:

SALIHAJ
2. First names:

Elson
Contact data:

Home address: 
Rr. Sami Frasheri, P. 19, sh 1, apt 2, Tirana

Work address:

Rr. Mujo Ulqinaku, Hyrja 1, apt. 10, Tirana
Mobile Tel.:

+ 355 67 20 35673
E-mail: 

salihajelson@gmail.com
3.  Date of birth: 


18.08.1980
4.  Nationality: 


Albanian

5.  Civil status: 


Married, 2 children
6.   Education: 

	Institutions 
	Agricultural University of Tirana, Albania

	Date: from(months/year) to (months/year) 
	6-month course March-2017

	Degree(s) or diploma(s): 
	Certified Real Estate expert 


	Institutions 
	Agricultural University of Tirana, Albania

	Date: from(months/year) to (months/year) 
	2014

	Degree(s) or diploma(s): 
	Certified Environment Expert


	Institutions:

	Faculty of Forestry Sciences at the Agricultural University of Tirana, Albania

	Date: from(months/year) to (months/year) 
	2004 - 2009

	Degree(s) or diploma(s): 
	Forest engineer (MSC)


7.
Language skills: (Mark 1 to 5 for competence, where 5 is the highest) 

	Language 
	Passive 
	Spoken 
	Written 

	Albanian
	Mother tongue

	English
	4
	4
	4

	Italian
	4
	4
	4

	French
	3
	3
	3


8.
Membership of professional bodies: - 

n/a
9.
Other skills (e.g., Computer literacy, etc.): Computer Literacy, Driving licence, Drone pilot, GIS expert, photogrammetry, topography. 
10.
Present position: 



Freelance environmental/cultural expert 
11.
Years within the company: 


Since January 2023
12. Key qualifications (relevant to the project): 

· More than 15 years of experience in GIS and Mapping in registration of nature resource and cultural assets; trainer for GPS use and mapping data retrieve for local government staff. 

· Experience in Geodatabase creation and management in GIS as well as in habitat mapping creation.

· Experience in Lidar analysis. 

· 4 years’ experiences in photogrammetry, using drone and terrestrial stereo photography for cultural and natural values.

· Co-author of scientific several scientific works and experience in various conceptual approaches and research methods.
13. Specific experience in the region:
The core work experience is inside Albania but with some involvement in regional project, mainly in Kosovo.
14. Professional experience: 
Employment working experiences
	Date: from (month/year) to (month /year)
	January 2023- continues

	Location:
	Tirana, Albania

	Company:
	iGreen Partner shpk.

	Position:
	Freelance expert

	Description:
	Preparation of environment and cultural heritage management plan, working with cultural 3D design system, creating nature resources and biodiversity maps, innovation digital system, etc. 


	Date: from (month/year) to (month /year)
	December 2017- December 2022

	Location:
	Tirana, Albania

	Company:
	National Agency for Protected Areas

	Position:
	GIS expert

	Description:
	Main tasks:

· Updating protected areas network
· Updating BIONNA database
· Working with other institutions


	Date: from (month/year) to (month /year)
	May 2014 – May 2017

	Location:
	Tirana

	Company:
	Lorenco & CO

	Position:
	Field Survey & Data Collection Expert

	Description:
	Photogrammetry. Measurement and mapping of the property’s affected by TAP, roads, pipeline, waste waters network, etc.


Work Experience on Projects
	Date: from (month/year) to (month /year)
	15 .10.2022 - 15.12.2022

	Project title/location:
	Sustainable Use of Natural Resources for

Environment and Economic Development (SUNREED). KOSOVO

	Company:
	CNVP 

	Position:
	GIS expert

	Description:
	- The construction of the land use map according to CORINE and the evidence of temporal and spatial changes at the national level, identification of forest areas with slopes < 300 m above sea level.

- Identification of riverside areas that are suitable for the creation of fast-growing plantations, determination of their surface and cartographic presentation.


	Date: from (month/year) to (month /year)
	28 .12.2022 - 03.02.2023

	Project title/location
	WEB MAP FOR HPP/Tirana, Albania

	Company:
	AREA (Albanian Renewable Energy Association)

	Position:
	GIS expert

	Description:
	· Crating the geodatabase of all Hydro power (HPP) producing energy, existing and planned.
· Creating the sub-basin map for entire territory of Albania
· Creating a web map with HPP, basin, sub-basin, hydric network, Power line etc.


	Date: from (month/year) to (month /year)
	November 2020- December 2020

	Company:
	UNEP/MAP – PAP/RAC

	Position:
	GIS expert

	Description:
	Main tasks:

Spatial analysis on identification of length of Albania’s coastline occupied by human-made structures

MAPS & Attribute tables of: human made structures, and artificial/natural coastline


	Date: from (month/year) to (month /year)
	2016 –2018

	Project title/location:
	Strengthening national capacity in nature protection – preparation for Natura 2000 network/ Albania

	Company:
	European Delegation in Tirana (EUD) and implemented by the Italian Cooperation Agency

	Position:
	GIS expert

	Description:
	The NaturAL project aims to halt biodiversity loss in Albania by improving national capacities in protected areas management and preparation for the Natura 2000 network. Map preparation for five protected areas with management plan. Update and maintaining BioNNA database. Training for NAPA/ RAPA staff.


	Date: from (month/year) to (month /year)
	January 2017 – August 2017

	Project title/location:
	Identification of pollution sources on the main river basins and strengthen control on the pollution activities. Albania

	Company:
	EMC studio

	Position:
	GIS and database expert

	Description:
	Training on GPS use for environment inspectors and specialist of regional agencies. Preparation of the geodatabase with data on the subjects with high risk of water pollution using ArcGIS platform. Taking specialist how to update the geodatabase.


	Date: from (month/year) to (month /year)
	2017

	Project title/location:
	Towards strengthened governance of the shared transboundary natural and cultural heritage of the Lake Ohrid region. Albania & North Macedonia

	Company:
	IUCN

	Position:
	GIS Expert

	Description:
	Preparation of maps for a brochure about the World Heritage Supplement to the Management Plan and Cultural Heritage for Pogradec Protected Landscape which summarizes the information concerning Outstanding Universal Values of the transboundary Lake Ohrid region, focusing also on partnerships and governance arrangement and also a map with a list of a select of major point of interest in both the Albanian and Macedonian side of the region.


	Date: from (month/year) to (month /year)
	May 2017 – September 2017

	Project title/location:
	Assessment of the state of marine environment in Albania 

	Company:
	INCA (Albanian NGO)

	Position:
	GIS expert

	Description:
	Evaluation of the database for the realization of maps of geography, hydrology, natural resources, cultural heritage and their characteristics with the help of the marine water management expert. Mapping of scientific results with a focus on fauna, flora, cultural aspects, physics-chemical composition, as well as the level of biological pollution in cooperation with biodiversity and water experts; Determine the methodology for mapping the geomorphological changes of the marine environment and the factors of change (quantitative and qualitative assessment of the factors in years based on the data of existing geomorphological studies for the period under review.


	Date: from (month/year) to (month /year)
	January 2015- December 2015

	Project title/location:
	River Drini basin including Prespa and Ohrid Lake and Lake Shkodra and River Buna

	Company:
	GOPA

	Position:
	GIS expert

	Description:
	Preparation of thematic maps (habitat, species distribution, topographic, cultural heritage, etc.) for the Alps National Park 


	Date: from (month/year) to (month /year)
	January 2014 –December 2014

	Project title/location:
	Management Plan of Vjosa Basin

	Company:
	YLLIAD

	Position:
	GIS expert

	Description:
	Preparing thematic maps (environment and cultural heritage) for the Management Plan of Vjosa Basin.


	Date: from (month/year) to (month /year)
	May 2014- July 2014

	Project title/location:
	Video camera monitoring system. Main crossroads of timber transportation mostly affected by the illegal logging. Albania

	Company:
	UNDP

	Position:
	GIS expert

	Description:
	The goal of this project is to evaluate the possibilities of building a surveillance system to prevent forest damaging by illegal operators.


15. Other relevant information (e.g., trainings, publications)

Trainings, workshops, conferences
	Institutions:
	First Biodiversity Data Mobilization Workshop for South-East Europe (SEE) organized by the Open Regional Fund for South-East Europe – Biodiversity (ORF-BD) - German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ)

	Date: from(months/year) to (months/year) 
	April 2018

	Degree(s) or diploma(s): 
	BIODIVERSITYDATA MOBILIZATION BADGE at the ADVANCED LEVEL


	Institutions:
	GIZ. Open Regional Funds for Southeast Europe – Implementation of Biodiversity Agreements (ORF BDU)

	Date: from(months/year) to (months/year) 
	January 2019

	Degree(s) or diploma(s): 
	Preparatory Partners’ Meeting on the Ecosystem Service Assessment and Valuation (ESAV) Sub-Project


Publications and work
1. Michela Pacifici, Fabio Attorre, Stefano Martellos, Ferdinand Bego, Michele De Sanctis, Petrit Hoda, Marjol Meço, Carlo Rondinini, Enerit Saçdanaku, Elson Salihaj, Edoardo Scepi, Lulëzim Shuka, Andrea Ghiurghi: “BioNNA: the Biodiversity National Network of Albania”.
2. 3D modelling examples of cultural site:
· https://www.facebook.com/share/v/BQAcVpQRanKrfuWC/?mibextid=KsPBc6
· https://www.facebook.com/share/v/NdWSo4eF5LB1zwYF/?mibextid=KsPBc6
· https://www.facebook.com/share/v/gTnATKrgyeecm9XG/?mibextid=KsPBc6
· https://www.facebook.com/share/v/DLtKNd1Ne4RzYngx/?mibextid=KsPBc6
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